
 
Name: ______________________________________________ 

Period: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 

SCHOOL SEGREGATION  

GUIDED NOTES – Day 1 

 

Objective: I can describe the impact of ________________ during the Civil Rights Movement.  

 

Essential Questions:  

1. What are some ___________________ passed as a result of the Civil Rights Movement?  

2. How did they have an __________________________ on various groups of people? 

 

Big Ideas: 

1. The Civil Rights Movement was a __________________ to ensure ____________________for all people in 

all aspects of life. As steps were taken to increase equality for ___________________-___________________, 

many other _____________________________ groups sought civil rights as well. 

2. The ___________ _____________ ____________ __ _________ prohibits discrimination on the basis 

of race, color, or religion. It outlawed "__________ _____________" laws. 

 

Anticipatory Set: One minute think time: Recall the restrictions on African Americans under the Jim Crow 

laws of the south. Discuss with your tablemates. List as many of them as you can. You may use the wall maps 

for reference! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Segregation During Reconstruction 

• While the Plessy v. Ferguson decision legally sanctioned the idea of “____________________ ______ 

___________________________” facilities for African Americans and whites in 1898, segregation in 

the south had already long been practiced.  

• Segregation in __________________ began during the Reconstruction period as the southern states 

appropriated ____________________________ to educate the white and black populations separately.  

• Schools were formed, called “_________________ ___________________” or teacher training schools, 

to help educate future teachers for communities throughout the south.  

 

Introduction of Jim Crow 

• As Reconstruction ended, rights that the states and federal government had given to blacks and Indians 

began to slowly _________________________________.  

• The ___________________ __________ ________ in 1898 signaled the end of a time of relative 

freedom and prosperity for minorities, yielding to an era known as Jim Crow. 

• Jim Crow was a system of ____________________laws and customs aimed to _________________ and 

________________________African Americans and other minorities.  

 

Review: The Jim Crow Era 

• Jim Crow laws consisted of legislated laws and local customs that permeated daily life, giving minorities 

the status of _______________________-_________________ citizens.  

• Jim Crow mandated separate _______________, prisons, schools, _____________, cemeteries, 

restrooms, ________________, books, Bibles used to swear in courtroom witnesses throughout the 

south, and more.  



• Blacks would buy tickets to movies and other shows through a __________________window, enter 

through a ________________________ door, and sit in the balcony.  

• Sections of buses, _______________, and other forms of public transportation were designated for 

blacks and whites.  

• Water fountains, building entrances, and bathrooms had signs designating who could use certain 

facilities. 

 

“The whole intent of Jim Crow etiquette boiled down to one simple rule: blacks must demonstrate their 

____________________________to whites by actions, words, and manners.”  

  ~ Dr. Ronald L. F. Davis in the essay Racial Etiquette 

 

Segregation in Education 

• This intent was largely seen in one of the largest segregated areas of life under Jim Crow -  

____________________________________. 

• Southern states spent __________ ___________________ to support a system of public education that 

built schools on a _____________________________basis.  

• By the early 1900s, many states – north and south - had authorized the establishment of secondary 

schools for __________________. Hundreds of public schools were established for whites in this time 

period. 

• However, public elementary schools for African Americans were not built in many southern states for 

about a decade, or used existing buildings – many times ______________________ and ______ 

______________ - that were appropriated for this use.  

• Public secondary schools for African Americans took another decade or so to be established in most 

southern states, and most of these high schools offered only ____ ______ __________ __________ of 

education beyond the elementary level.  

• Blacks and whites were forced to attend _______________ _____________________, and despite the 

Plessy ruling that public education would be "separate but equal," there was little that was 

______________ in the quality of education between the schools.  

• States spent ___________tax money on white schools, which had better ___________________ 

than black schools. 

• Black _______________________ were paid significantly less than their white counterparts.  

• Black _____________________often had to use textbooks that were old and _____________ 

from years of use in white schools. Many who grew up in that time say that it was common to 

have the names of whites filling the front cover by the time the books came to them.  

 

Segregation in Education: Native Americans 

• Segregation was not just a black and white issue; ___________________ _________________ often 

had to suffer through these same ___________________________.  

• Segregation in many of the smaller American Indian communities often took the same face as 

segregation against blacks, but some people could bypass it if they had a light skin tone, 

“____________________” as whites.  

• Often however, American Indians petitioned for their own schools, in effect hoping to control their own 

___________________________ ________ ____________________________.  

• They did this to gain education, but also to _________________and _________________ their identity 

that was often ignored and overlooked by other communities. Many Indians felt that if Indians had not 

asserted their identity, they would have ceased to ___________________ in a few generations.  

• The ________________ _____________ ______ _____ ____________ required tribal governments to 

guarantee most of the civil rights enumerated in the _________ _______ ______________________.  
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SCHOOL SEGREGATION  

GUIDED NOTES 

 

 

Day 2: Think, Discuss, then Write:  

What would it take for segregation to be recognized as unjust and discriminatory? 

 

 

 

 

 

Brown vs. Board of Education 

 

 
• ______________ - The parents of _______________ ____________, a third grader in Topeka, Kansas, 

and the ___________________ – National Association for the Advancement of Colored People - filed a 

lawsuit against the schools after they were not allowed to enroll her in her neighborhood white school, 

which was only 7 blocks from her house. 

• Instead, she was told to attend the segregated black school. It was ________ ________________ away. 

• The court case was ultimately argued before the U.S. Supreme Court, with Chief Justice ___________ 

_______________________. 

• Brown v. Board of Education was a _________________ decision in which the Court declared state 

laws establishing separate public schools for black and white students to be 

_______________________.  

• The Warren Court unanimously ___________________________Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 1896, 

which allowed state-sponsored segregation, as it applied to public ______________________________.  

• Handed down on _________ ___, __________, the decision stated that "separate educational facilities 

are ________________________________ unequal."   

• As a result, racial segregation was ruled a violation of the ______________ ______________________ 

_______________________________of the Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S.  

_________________________.   

• This ruling paved the way for ____________________________ and was a major victory of the Civil 

Rights Movement, and a ________________________ for many future cases.  



 

The Little Rock Nine  

 

 

• In __________________, three years after the Supreme Court’s Brown v. BOE ruling, a federal court 

ordered schools in Little Rock, Arkansas, to comply and ____________________________.   

• ______________ African-American students - Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, Jefferson Thomas, 

Terrence Roberts, Carlotta Walls LaNier, Minnijean Brown, Gloria Ray Karlmark, Thelma 

Mothershed, and Melba Beals - attempted to enroll at Arkansas’s Little Rock High School as the first 

______________________________                                                                                                     . 

• However, the Governor of Arkansas, Orval ____________________, who was determined to stop 

integration in his state, _____________________ the courts and sent the National Guard to __________ 

the students from entering the school.  

• Ten days later in a meeting with President Dwight D. Eisenhower, Governor Faubus said he would ask 

the ________________ __________________ to instead protect the students when entering the school. 

• However, upon returning to Little Rock, the Governor dismissed the troops and left the nine African 

American students ___________________ to angry, white ____________ gathered at the school to 

prevent their entry.   

• The following year, Faubus closed ___________ the high schools, forcing the African American 

students to take private courses or go to out-of-state schools.  

• The school board __________________the schools in the fall of 1959, and despite more violence — for 

example, the _____________________of one student’s house — four of the nine students returned, this 

time __________________________ by ________________ police. 

 

 

Ruby Bridges 

 

 
 

• In ____________, when she was 6 years old, the parents of Ruby Bridges responded to a call from the 

NAACP and volunteered her to participate in the ________________of the New Orleans School system.  

• Her father initially was reluctant, but her mother felt strongly that the move was needed not only to give 

her own daughter a better _________________, but to "take this step forward ... for all African-

American children." 



• The court-ordered first day of _____________________ schools in New Orleans, November 14, 1960. 

• On that day, escorted by Federal Marshals for protection, Ruby made her way to William Frantz 

Elementary School for her first day of first grade. She described being ________________upon her 

arrival.  

• She said… "Driving up I could see the crowd, but living in New Orleans, I actually thought it was Mardi 

Gras. There was a large _____________ _____ ________________ outside of the school. They were 

throwing things and shouting, and that sort of goes on in New Orleans at Mardi Gras.” 

• Former United States Deputy Marshal Charles Burks later recalled… "She showed a lot of 

_____________. She never cried. She didn't whimper. She just marched along like a little soldier, and 

we're all very proud of her." 

• As soon as Bridges got into the school, white parents went in and brought their own children ________. 

All teachers refused to ______________________ while a black child was enrolled.  

• That first day, Bridges and her adult companions spent the entire day in the principal's office. The 

______________________of the school prevented their moving to the classroom until the second day.  

• The school hired Barbara Henry, from Boston, to ________________ Ruby. For over a year Mrs. Henry 

taught her alone, "as if she were teaching a whole class."  

• Every morning, as Bridges walked to school, one woman would threaten to _____________ her; 

because of this, the U.S. Marshals dispatched by President Eisenhower, who were overseeing her safety, 

only allowed Ruby to eat food that she brought from ______________________.  

• Another woman at the school put a black baby _________ in a wooden ____________ and protested 

with it outside the school, a sight that Ruby later said "________________me more than the nasty things 

people screamed at us."  

• At her mother's suggestion, Ruby began to ______________on the way to school, which she found 

provided _______________________ from the comments yelled at her on the daily walks. 

• Unfortunately, the Bridges family ____________________for their decision to send her to William 

Frantz Elementary. 

• Her father lost his ___________________, and her grandparents, who were sharecroppers in 

Mississippi, were __________________ __________ their land.  

• However, many others in the community, both black and white, showed ________________ in a variety 

of ways.  

• Some white families continued to send their children to Frantz despite the protests, a neighbor provided 

her father with a new job, and local people babysat, watched the house as protectors, and walked behind 

the federal marshals' car on the trips to school. 

 

 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 

• In a nationally televised address on ______________ ____, _________,  President John F. Kennedy 

urged the nation to take ________________ toward guaranteeing ____________ __________________ 

of every American regardless of race.  

• Soon after, Kennedy proposed that Congress consider ____________ _____________ legislation that 

would address _____________ rights, public ____________________, school __________________, 

nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs, and more.  

• Despite Kennedy’s ___________________ in November of ___________, his proposal culminated in 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, signed into law by President Lyndon Johnson just a few hours after House 

approval on July 2, 1964.  

• It _______________ _______________________ in businesses such as theaters, restaurants, and hotels.  

• It banned discriminatory practices in __________________ and ended segregation in ______________ 

_____________________ such as swimming pools, libraries, and public schools.  

• It was the most _________________________ civil rights legislation since Reconstruction. 

• Passage of the act was not easy. House opposition bottled up the bill in the House Rules Committee. In 

the Senate, opponents attempted to talk the bill to death in a filibuster.  



• In early 1964, House supporters overcame the Rules Committee obstacle by threatening to send the bill 

to the floor without committee approval. 

• The Senate _____________________________was overcome through the floor leadership of Senator 

Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota, the considerable support of President Lyndon Johnson, and the efforts 

of Senate Minority Leader Everett Dirksen of Illinois, who convinced Republicans to support the bill. 

 

Closure (Day 1): List one way, one tactic (or strategy), used by minorities to challenge segregation in 

education. 

 

 

 

 

Closure (Day 2): List one act that had an impact on desegregating life for minorities during the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 


